ARW 2025 ()

Opening Registration Activities recreate

At our recent event, we explored what it means to be intertwined—with God, with one
another, and with the world around us. Our theme came to life not just in words and
worship, but through hands-on, collaborative, and reflective recreation experiences.

This guide captures the spirit and structure of our themed activity stations so you can
adapt and recreate them in your own context. These low-prep, high-impact experiences
worked well for a wide range of ages and group sizes.

Activity Stations

Weaving Wall (Reflection Wall)

Each day featured a new reflective prompt. Participants wrote their responses on colored
paper strips and wove them into a wall made of wood and twine. As the week progressed,
the wall became a visual and spiritual tapestry of our shared voices.

Supplies: Wooden frame/stand, twine, colored paper strips, pens.

Yarn Portraits (Self-Expression Through Texture and Shape)

Participants created their own "portrait" using scraps of yarn, arranged on the sticky side
of shelf liner paper. This tactile craft encouraged reflection on how we are uniquely woven
together.

Supplies: Yarn in various colors, scissors, black contact paper or sticky shelf liner (sticky
side up).

Tip: This is a great activity for all ages to adapt.

Nametag Spirograph Art

Using a spirograph, participants personalized their name tags with colorful geometric
designs—representing the beauty of uniqueness within the community.



Supplies: Blank nametags, spirograph sets, colored pens or markers.

Lego Marble Maze (Problem-Solving + Collaboration)

Participants used Lego bricks to build a maze for a marble to travel through. Each maze
reflected both creativity and careful design—reminding us how paths intertwine and
require intention.

Supplies: Lego bricks (include flat base plates), marbles.

Pool Noodle Tarp Maze (Embodied Team Play)

Using pool noodles and Velcro, participants worked together to build a life-sized maze on
atarp. It became a playful, physical metaphor for navigating relationships and staying
connected.

Supplies: Tarp, pool noodles, Velcro sticky squares, pickleballs (optional)

Zen Tangle Coloring (Quiet Reflection)

This station offered a calm space for mindfulness and introspection. Participants chose
from printed zentangle designs and filled them in at their own pace.

Supplies: Printed coloring sheets (free online), colored pencils.

Friendship Bracelets (Tangible Connections)

Participants braided or knotted embroidery floss into bracelets for themselves or to give
away. A symbol of being “intertwined” with new and old friends.

Supplies: Embroidery string, scissors, scotch tape (print simple knotting instructions or
teach a few go-to patterns).

Stained Glass Chalk Sidewalk (Community Art)

Participants worked in pairs or groups to tape off rectangles on the sidewalk, fill in shapes
with chalk, and peel off the tape to reveal a “stained glass” effect.

Supplies: Sidewalk chalk, masking or blue painter’s tape.

Instructions:



Use tape to create a large rectangle.

Add more tape to divide the space into smaller shapes.
Color each shape with a different chalk color.

Peel off the tape to reveal your masterpiece.

HAPONE

Tip: Do this near your main gathering area to showcase the art throughout the event.

Gathering & Blessing

Suggested words to start your event:

If you can hear the sound of my voice, | want you to take a slow & deep calming breath. If
you can hear the sound of my voice, | want you to take another slow, calming breath, and
invite the people around you to do the same.”

Well, hello friends! Welcome to ARW 2025! My name is Anne Stark and | am a member of
the planning team and we have been preparing for this week for many months and praying
for you all since the very beginning. We are excited to weave our stories together this
week as we explore our theme: Intertwined: the tangle of community. We're gonna start
with that last word, Community

Maybe you're feeling unsure right now, in a new place with lots of new people. Maybe
you're feeling excited and ready to go, maybe you're tired after a long day of travel. Maybe
all three of those things describe you! However you are feeling, you are welcome here,
and this space is for you.

Everything we do here this week is adventure by choice. The planning team has been using
this phrase as we prepared, knowing that we want you to participate in all the ways that
feel right for you.

Community is beautiful and hard, tangled & life giving, and we're so glad that you chose to
be part of this one this week!

ACTION - Get in your fabric groups - (16 groups of 8 people for our event)

Share:
e Name
e Where do you call home?
e How longdid it take you to get here?
e Do you have any pets and what are their names?
e Dreamice cream Sunday?

Move to a dinner blessing - fabric groups sit at meals together
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